Abstract of the Disclosure 
Methods and devices for capturing debris within a blood vessel are disclosed. A 
filter assembly in accordance with the present invention comprises an elongate shaft 
having a proximal end and a distal end, and a filter fixed to the elongate shaft proximate 
the distal end thereof. A filter assembly in accordance with the present invention may 
further include a means for reducing the volume of the debris that is disposed within the 
filter. 
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